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One in Christ

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh,

called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision,

which is made in the flesh by hands - remember that you were at

that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth

of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope

and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who

once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has

broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing

the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might

create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making

peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the

cross, thereby killing the hostility. And he came and preached

peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near.

For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So

then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built

on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus

himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being

joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.

Ephesians 2:11-21








Journey NotesJourney Notes
This week, we study how God has brilliantly assembled his church, from every nation
of people, tribes, and tongue and gathered them under one name: Jesus. 
(Eph. 2:11-21) The world we live in tries to put us into groups that are at war with each
other, fighting over our dissimilarities. Politicians exploit our differences to gain
power. Pundits tell us the war between us is only getting worse: but God is painting a
different picture through his church. We are a beautiful tapestry of Jesus, and we are
going to look more and more like Him as we live out his vision for us: one faith, one
people, one Lord, one mission (Eph. 4:5-6) 
 
This tapestry is built on a common unity in Christ that is meant to shower praise on
God and point people to the one who makes this possible: God.
 
Why has God done all this? 
 
(1)   It is his plan. Jesus asked “That all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in
me, and I am in you (John 17:21-23). The church is meant to resemble the Trinity. 
 
(2)   It’s about being a good witness. He asked that all believers may be in the Father
and the Son, “so that the world may believe that you have sent me” (John 17:21).
 
(3)   It’s to glorify Himself. In Romans 15:5-6 we read, “May the God of endurance and
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with
Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ” (ESV). 
 
This week, take some time to think about how you can be part of God’s tapestry in
the world. How can you weave your life into the fabric of God’s greater mission?
When we celebrate our diversity, we are celebrating God’s purpose and declaring his
greater purpose for us and for all history. 
 
Praying with you,
Pastor Briant
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(1) Racial Division Triumphs Where Indifference Reigns (V. 11-12)

(2) Jesus Paid the Price for Racial Reconciliation (V. 13-21)
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